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ORIGIN AND ROLE OF UNITED NATIONS IN PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW

INTRODUCTION

Generally public international law primarily is the laws of states, in all its forms. This
includes the many international dealings of states with each other. The purview of
international law includes the institutions which operate under its broad

coverage. International law is presupposed on the concept of equality of states, which are
subject to international laws, subject to their recognition of any rule of law as binding upon
them, with the same principle applying to the courts. Hence for the system of international
law to be further recognizable, there comes the need for international organizations or
institutions. Thus, if there is no identifiable institution either to establish rules, or to clarify
them or see that those who break them are punished, how what can is called international law

be law.

The role of force in international law has been largely misinterpreted to favour powerful
states, hence the equality of states in international law, but without a unified system of
sanction in international law, the use of indiscriminate force by nation-states would be almost
inevitable. The inability of the structure of international law to properly deter any aggressor
country would continually breed new levels of aggression amongst states, hence the need for

international organization.
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The League of Nations, was an initial international organization, established by peace
treaties that ended World War 1. Like its successor, the United Nations, its purpose to
promote international peace and security. The League was a product of World War I in the
sense that that conflict convinced most persons of the necessity of averting another such
cataclysm. But its background lay in the visions of men like the Duc de Sully and Immanuel
Kant and in the later growth of formal international organizations like the International
Telegraphic Union (1865) and the Universal Postal Union (1874). The Red Cross, the Hague
Conferences, and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (Hague Tribunal) were also important

stepping-stones toward international cooperation.!

THE COVENANT AND BASIS OF THE LEAGUE

The end of World War I, prominent figures as Jan,Smuts, Lord Robert Cec
Bourgeois advocated a society of nationsyU:S. President' Woodrow Wilson 1 orated the
proposal into the Fourteen Points and was the chief figure in the establishme the League
at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919:Thebasis of the'l.eague was the Cove

included in the Treaty of Versailles and the other treaties.
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The Covenant consisted of 26 articles. Articles 1 through 7 concerned org
providing for an assembly, composed of all member nations; a council, cgmposed of the great
powers originally Great Britain, Italy, France and Japan, later also G
and of four other, non-permanent members; and a secretariat. T embly and the council
were empowered to discuss any matter within the s ction of the League or affecting
the peace of the world. In both the assembly and the council unanimous decisions were

required.

Articles 8 and 9 recognized the need for disarmament and set up military commissions.
Article 10 was an attempt to guarantee the territorial integrity and political independence of
member states against aggression. Articles 11 through 17 provided for the establishment of
the Permanent Court of International Justice (see World Court ), for arbitration and

conciliation, and for sanctions against aggressors. The rest of the articles dealt with treaties,

'W. Schiffer, Legal Community of Mankind 102 (2" ed. 1954);
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colonial mandates, international cooperation in humanitarian enterprises, and amendments to

the Covenant.?

EARLY MEMBER NATIONS

The original membership of the League included the victorious Allies of World War I (with
the exception of the United States, whose Senate refused to ratify the Treaty of Versailles)
and most of the neutral nations. Among later admissions to membership were Bulgaria
(1920), Austria (1920), Hungary (1922), Germany (1926), Mexico (1931), Turkey (1932),
and the USSR (1934), Through the efforts of Sir Eric Drummond, the first secretary-general

of the League, a truly international secretariat was created. Geneva, Switzerland, was chosen

as the League headquarters.
SUCCESS AND FAILURE OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIO

The League quickly proved its value by settling the Swedish-Finnish d1

over the A land
Islands (1920-21), guaranteeing the security of#Albania (1921), rescuing ia from
economic disaster, settling the divisionsof Upper Silesia (1922), and preventiigthe outbreak
of war in the Balkans between Greece and Bulgaria (1925). In addition, the L
considerable aid to refugees; it helped to'suppress white slave and opium traff
pioneer work in surveys of health; it extended financial aid to needy states; a furthered

international cooperation in labour nelations;and.manyother fields.?

The problem of bringing its political influence to bear, especially on the powers, soon

made itself felt. Poland refused to abide by the League decision in the us dispute, and
the League was forced to stand by powerlessly in the face of the

Ruhr (1923) and Italy's occupation of Kerkira (1923). Fai

occupation of the
take action over the Japanese
invasion of Manchuria (1931) was a blow to the League's prestige, especially when followed
by Japan's withdrawal from the League (1933). Another serious failure was the inability of
the League to stop the Chaco War (1932-35;under Gran Chaco ) between Bolivia and

Paraguay.

In 1935 the League completed its successful 15-year administration of the Saar territory by
conducting a plebiscite under the supervision of an international military force. But even this

success was not sufficient to offset the failure of the Disarmament Conference , Germany's

22Vol. F. P. Walters, A History of the League of Nations (2" ed. 1952);
3 G. Scott, The Rise and Fall of the League of Nations (1974);
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withdrawal from the League (1933), and Italy's successful attack on Ethiopia in defiance of

the League's economic sanctions (1935).

Faced by threats to international peace from all sides—the Spanish civil war, Japan's
resumption of war against China (1937), and finally the appeasement of Hitler at Munich
(1938)—the League collapsed. German claims on Danzig, where the League commissioner
had been reduced to impotence, led to the outbreak of World War II. The last important act of

the League came in Dec., 1939, when it expelled the USSR for its attack on Finland.

In 1940 the League secretariat in Geneva was reduced to a skeleton staff; some of the
technical services were removed to the United States and Canada. The allied International

Labour Organization continued to function and eve ecame affiliated with the United

Nations. In 1946 the League dissolved itself, and its services a were transferred to the

United Nations. The League's chief success lay in providing the first of permanent
international organization, a pattern on which much of the United Natio s modelled. Its
failures were due as much to the indifference of the great powers, which p ed to reserve

important matters for their own decisionsyas to.weaknesses of organization.
HISTORY OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945 after the Second World
War by 51 countries committed to maintaining international peace and security, developing
friendly relations among nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and

human rights.

Due to its unique international character, and the powers vested in its founding Charter, the
Organization can take action on a wide range of issues, and provide a forum for its 193
Member States to express their views, through the General Assembly, the Security Council,

the Economic and Social Council and other bodies and committees.’

The work of the United Nations reaches every corner of the globe. Although best known for
peacekeeping, peace building, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance, there are
many other ways the United Nations and its System (specialized agencies, funds and

programmes) affect our lives and make the world a better place. The Organization works on a

4F. S. Northedge, The League of Nations (1986)

SH. F. Margulies, The Mild Reservationists and the League of Nations (1989).
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broad range of fundamental issues, from sustainable development, environment and refugees
protection, disaster relief, counter terrorism, disarmament and non-proliferation, to promoting
democracy, human rights, gender equality and the advancement of women, governance,
economic and social development and international health, clearing landmines, expanding
food production, and more, in order to achieve its goals and coordinate efforts for a safer

world for this and future generations.

UNITED NATION COMES TO EXISTENCE

In 1945, representatives of 50 countries met in San Francisco at the United Nations
Conference on International Organization to draw up the United Nations Charter. Those
delegates deliberated on the basis of proposals worked out by the representatives of the
Soviet Union, China,the United Kingdom and the United States at Dumbarton Oaks, United
States in August-October 1944.

The Charter was signed on 26 June 1945 by the representatives of the 50 countries. Poland,

which was not represented at the Conference, signed it later and became one of the original
51 Member States.®

The United Nations officially came into existence on 24 October 1945, when the Charter had
been ratified by China, France, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, the United States and
by a majority of other signatories. United Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October each

year.

N\ 4
UNITED NATION CHARTER AND ITS PREAMBLE,

The UN Charter, in its Preamble, set an objective: "to establish conditions under which

justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of
international law can be maintained". Ever since, the development of, and respect for
international law has been a key part of the work of the Organization. This work is
carried out in many ways - by courts, tribunals, multilateral treaties - and by the
Security Council, which can approve peacekeeping missions, impose sanctions, or

authorize the use of force when there is a threat to international peace and security, if it

6 Jacques Fomerand, Cecelia M. Lynch , INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION, United Nations(Oct.23, 2016,
3:20 PM).https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations/Subsidiary-organs
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deems this necessary. These powers are given to it by the UN Charter, which is
considered an international treaty. As such, it is an instrument of international law,
and UN Member States are bound by it. The UN Charter codifies the major principles
of international relations, from sovereign equality of States to the prohibition of the use

of force in international relations.’

CHARTER OF UNITED NATIONS

Preamble which is divided in two parts (a) Objects and (b) means to achieve those

objects.

Total Chapter and Articles XIX Chapter, Article 111.

To-_—_.
The United Nations Charter 1945

Article 1

The Purposes of the United Nations are:

1. To maintain international peace and,security, and'to that end: to take efft
measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and for t
of acts of aggression or other breachés of'the'peace, and to bring about b

means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and international faw, adjustment
BURNISHED LAW JOURNALI

or settlement of international disputes or situations which might lead t each of the
peace;
2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for, rinciple of equal

rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other riate measures to
strengthen universal peace;

3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic,
social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for
human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language, or religion; and

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these common

ends.

7 Uphold International Law, United Nations Shaping our Future Together,
https://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/index.html
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Article 2
The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act in

accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from
membership, shall fulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance
with the present Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a manner
that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their international from the threat or use of force

against the territorial integrity or political independence o ate, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any a it takes in
accordance with the present Charter, and:shalkrefrain from giving assi
against which the United Nations is takingpreventive or enforcement ac

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the
act in accordance with these Principles so, far asmay be necessary for theimaintenance of
international peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Chartershall Atithofize the United Na
in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of a
require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under t sent Charter; but
this principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcem

VI3

asures under Chapter

Article 100 provides:

In the performance of their duties the Secretary General and the staff shall not seek or
receive instructions from any Government or from any other authority external to the
Organisation. They shall refrain from action which might reflect upon their position as

international officials responsible only to the Organisation.

8Charter of UN Chapter 1, United Nations Shaping our Future Together, (17 June 2015),
https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-i/index.html

burnishedlawjournal.in




VOLUME 1 ISSUE 2 2020 ISSN NO. 2582-5534

The implication of the above is that the United Nations in the charter was trying to forged an
isolated relationship and freedom from interference from states and hence the United Nations
is not an extension of any country and the principle of equality of states is enshrined in
Articles 2 of the charter 1945, and this was departure from the position under the league of
nations where governments were responsible for their national in the league civil service,
hence one of the many factors that contributed to the failure of the league of nation was the
inability to secure freedom from the nation states. Article 105(2) of the charter provides for

independence and immunities to necessarily exercise independent functions.

A key feature of the united nation which highlights the interdependence between the
organization and the states is the Charter also provides that, in the territory of each of its
members, the Organisation shall have such legal capacity as may be necessary for the
exercise of its functions and the fulfilment of its purposes (Art. 104). This has been
interpreted to confer on the United Nations organisation legal personality subject to the laws
of the nation states, i.e. to enable it to contract, hold and dispose of property and to be party
to legal proceedings. In the reparations case that the Organisation had the capacity to bring
an international claim against both a government (de jure or de facto) of a Member State and
of a non-Member State, responsible for injuries to an agent of the Organisation in the
performance of his duties, with a view to obtaining reparation in respect of damage caused to

the Organisation.

Finally the interdependence of the UN, for its enforcing of international obligations on
members states is the bane on the organisation. In the quest not to create a super state
superior to all states which a members of it are. The fear by the states was not surrender their
sovereignty to the UN, and hence the UN is more of a cajoling organisation. Until the UN,
can enforce international obligations without the /elp of the strong state, the UN may not be

said to be fairly balanced to handle international aggression.

burnishedlawjournal.in




VOLUME 1 ISSUE 2 2020 ISSN NO. 2582-5534

MAIN ORGANS

The main organs of the UN are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the
Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of
Justice, and the UN Secretariat. All were established in 1945 when the UN was

founded.’

General Assembly:

The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the

UN. All 193 Member States of the UN are represented in the General Assembly, making it

the only UN body with universal representation. Each year, in September, the full UN
membership meets in the General Assembly Hall in New York for the annual General
Assembly session, and general debate, which many heads of state attend and address.
Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new
members and budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority of the General Assembly.
Decisions on other questions are by simple majority. The General Assembly, each year,

elects a GA President to serve a one-year term of office.

Security Council:

The Security Council has primary responsibility, under the UN Charter, for the maintenance

of international peace and security. It has 15 Members (5 permanent and 10 non-permanent

members). Each Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to
comply with Council decisions. The Security Council takes the lead in determining the
existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to
settle it by peaceful means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In
some cases, the Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use
of force to maintain or restore international peace and security. The Security Council has

a Presidency, which rotates, and changes, every month.

e Daily programme of work of the Security Council

e Subsidiary organs of the Security Council

° Uphold International Law, United Nations Shaping our Future Together,
https://www.un.org/en/sections/about-un/main-organs/
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Economic and Social Council:

The Economic and Social Council is the principal body for coordination, policy review,

policy dialogue and recommendations on economic, social and environmental issues, as well
as implementation of internationally agreed development goals. It serves as the central
mechanism for activities of the UN system and its specialized agencies in the economic,
social and environmental fields, supervising subsidiary and expert bodies. It has 54
Members, elected by the General Assembly for overlapping three-year terms. It is the United

Nations’ central platform for reflection, debate, and innovative thinking on sustainable

development.

Trusteeship Council:

The Trusteeship Council was established in 1945 by the UN Charter, under Chapter XIII, to

provide international supervision for 11 Trust Territories that had been placed under the
administration of seven Member States, and ensure that adequate steps were taken to prepare
the Territories for self-government and independence. By 1994, all Trust Territories had
attained self-government or independence. The Trusteeship Council suspended operation on
1 November 1994. By a resolution adopted on 25 May 1994, the Council amended its rules of
procedure to drop the obligation to meet annually and agreed to meet as occasion required --
by its decision or the decision of its President, or at the request of a majority of its members

or the General Assembly or the Security Council.

International Court of Justice:

The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its

seat is at the Peace Palace in the Hague (Netherlands). It is the only one of the six principal
organs of the United Nations not located in New York (United States of America). The
Court’s role is to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by
States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United

Nations organs and specialized agencies.

Secretariat:

The Secretariat comprises the Secretary-General and tens of thousands of international UN

staff members who carry out the day-to-day work of the UN as mandated by the General
Assembly and the Organization's other principal organs. The Secretary-General is chief

administrative officer of the Organization, appointed by the General Assembly on the
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recommendation of the Security Council for a five-year, renewable term. UN staff members
are recruited internationally and locally, and work in duty stations and on peacekeeping
missions all around the world. But serving the cause of peace in a violent world is a
dangerous occupation. Since the founding of the United Nations, hundreds of brave men and

women have given their lives in its service.

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

e History of Relationship between International Law and International Organization.

International law has been developing steadily since the Second World War, and forces have
been consistently playing a critical role in the international scene, as this include international
organizations. As the complexities of life has multiplied so has the response of international
law. International organizations are product of the ingenuity of corporate international to
spread its globalization and promote international law. Meanwhile, among many international
organizations, the United Nations facilitates international diplomacy, the World Health
Organization coordinates international public health and protection, and the International

Labour Organization monitors and fosters workers’ rights around the world.

Historically, international law addressed only relations between states, and war was the major
reason for international diplomacy between countries, but today international organization
have a major part to play in the executing of international goals. Treaties are the foundation
for the establishment for international organization, and usually the establishment treaty or
agreement is what determines the limit and extent of the powers of the organization.
International organizations have a limited degree of international personality, especially vis-
a-vis member States. They can enter into international agreements and their representatives
have certain privileges and immunities. The United Nations gets its power from the charter of
the United Nations 1945, and in the dispensing of its functions it is divided into different

arms.!?

10 International law and International Organisation, UK Essay,
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/international-relations/international-law-international-2124.php
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e Modern international organizations

The need for increased international participations and cooperation fostered the need to
developed more stable organizations to checkmate the politics of the nation-states hence
acting independent of the states i.e. subject only to the agreement creating them. The
powerful nature of states and sovereignty of these states led to the private international
charter companies becoming an extension of their home countries, hence a need to bring
more independent organization. In 1903 the International Office of Public Health was
created, and in the field of economics the establishment of the Metric Union (1875), the
International Copyright Union (1886), the International Sugar Union (1902) and the
International Institute for Agriculture (1905) may be mentioned as early forerunners of

present-day international organization.

A major breakthrough for modern international organization was in the year 1919 and the
Versailles peace Settlement which followed the First World War, American president
advocated for a general association of nations. The League of Nations was the first
international organization which was designed just to organization operation between states
as a result of the war, it’s specific aims was to guarantee peace and the establishment of a
system of collective security, following which an attack against one of the member-states of
the League would give the rest the right to come to the attacked state’s rescue, but sadly the

league of nations failed in preventing war, which was its major objective.'!

In 1945, the United Nations was established as a successor to the League of Nations. Since
the creation of the UN, much of international law and diplomacy has been developed, shaped,
implemented, and enforced through U.N. bodies and related international organizations.

International organizations both make international law and are governed by it.

11 International law and International Organisation, UK Essay,
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/international-relations/international-law-international-2124.php
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¢ Functions and Structures of International Law and Organizations:

In an attempt to discuss the structure of international law and international organizations, to
highlight the sources of international law and its enforcement mechanisms. It is of general
knowledge that the main function of international law is to promote peace and cooperation
among nations-states, any other function would be specific to an arm or organization

operating in the international sphere.

A vast network of international laws and dozens of international organizations make
globalization possible, the scope and authority of international law have thus expanded
dramatically during the era of globalization. Historically, international law addressed only
relations between states, but globalization has changed international law in numerous ways.
For example, as globalization has accelerated, international law has become a vehicle for
states to cooperate regarding new areas of international relations (such as the environment
and human rights). Because of the need for enhanced international cooperation, age hold

topics of sovereignty are becoming malleable.

The structure of international law involves, Public International Law (The relationship

between sovereign states and international entities such as International Criminal Court and
international criminal courts), Private international law, this involves jurisdictional conflict
in resolving transnational issues. Since there is no parliament to make international law the

way domestic

Legislatures create laws for one country, the major source of international is treaties between
states, also the customary state practice, general principles of law common to many countries,

domestic judicial decisions, and the legal scholarship.

ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

United Nations contributes to the development of international law The United Nations was
founded not only to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war and to reaffirm

faith in fundamental human rights, but also to “establish conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be

maintained” (Preamble of the United Nations Charter).
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Encouraging the development of international law as a way to regulate international relations
has been a major objective of the United Nations since its very beginning. In a globalized
world, where people, commerce and ideas cross borders with ever-increasing frequency,
countries have long recognized that international norms and standards are essential for
modern society to function'?. These international rules are spelled out in the more than 550
treaties that have been deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, covering a
wide range of subjects, such as human rights, disarmament, refugees, the environment and
the law of the sea. They are also contained in many other treaties deposited with
Governments or other entities. The 2011 Treaty Event will provide an opportunity for

Member States to demonstrate their continuing commitment to the central role of the rule of

law in international relations by signing, ratifying or a ing,to treaties deposited with the
Secretary-General to which they are not yet a party.

The Charter of the United Nations provides in Article 102 that “Every

and every
international agreement entered into by any Member of the United Nation 11 as soon as
possible be registered with the Secretariat'and published by it.” The publica
designed to ensure transparency, accountability’and fairness in international
General Assembly as a forum for adopting-multilateral treaties The General bly is
composed of representatives from each Member State of the United Nations s the main
deliberative body on matters relating, to,internatignal, law. Many multilateral ies are in
fact adopted by the General Assembly and subsequently opened for signat nd ratification.
The Legal (Sixth) Committee assists the work of the General Assembly oviding advice
on substantive legal matters. The Committee is also made up of rep atives from all

Member States of the United Nations.
MAJOR INTERNATIONAL TREATIES ADOPTED BY UNITED NATION

The General Assembly has adopted a number of multilateral treaties throughout its history,

including: -

1. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948).
2. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966).

3. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1966).

12James Crawford ,Brownlie’s Principles Of Public International Law 23-24 (3" ed. 2012);
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4. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979).
5. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982).

6. Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989).

7. Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (1996) .

8. International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (1997).

9. International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism (1999).

10. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005).
11. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006).

12. United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly
or Partly by Sea (2008).

13. Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on ic, Social and Cultural Rights
(2008).13

INTERNATIONAL FUNCTIONS OF UNITED NATION

1. Protection of Human rights: The term “human rights” was mentioned seven times in

the UN's founding Charter, making the promotion and protection of human rights a
key purpose and guiding principle of the Organization. In 1948, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights brought human rights into the realm of international
law. Since then, the Organization has diligently protected human rights through legal

instruments and on-the-ground activities.'*

2. Assisting in human aid: One of the purposes of the United Nations, as stated in its

Charter, is "to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of
an economic, cultural, social or humanitarian character." The UN first did this in the
aftermath of the Second World War on the devastated continent of Europe, which it
helped to rebuild. The Organization is now relied upon by the international
community to coordinate humanitarian relief operations due to natural and man-made

disasters in areas beyond the relief capacity of national authorities alone.

3. Promotion of sustainable development: From the start in 1945, one of the main

priorities of the United Nations was to “achieve international co-operation in solving

13UN,OLA, Treaty series1571 21-22 (1t ed. 1999).
14Malcom X, The United Nation And Human Rights 6-7 (15t ed. 1964).
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international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character and
in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.” Improving people’s
well-being continues to be one of the main focuses of the UN. The global
understanding of development has changed over the years, and countries now have
agreed that sustainable development — development that promotes prosperity and
economic opportunity, greater social well-being, and protection of the environment —

offers the best path forward for improving the lives of people everywhere.

4. Maintenance of international peace and security: The United Nations came into being

in 1945, following the devastation of the Second World War, with one central
mission: the maintenance of international peace and security. The UN does this by
working to prevent conflict; helping parties in conflict make peace; peacekeeping; and
creating the conditions to allow peace to hold and flourish. These activities often
overlap and should reinforce one another, to be effective. The UN Security Council
has the primary responsibility for international peace and security. The General
Assembly and the Secretary-General play major, important, and complementary roles,

along with other UN offices and bodies.'

5. Uphold international law and justice: The UN Charter, in its Preamble, set an

objective: "to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations
arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained". Ever
since, the development of, and respect for international law has been a key part of the
work of the Organization. This work is carried out in many ways - by courts,
tribunals, multilateral treaties - and by the Security Council, which can approve
peacekeeping missions, impose sanctions, or authorize the use of force when there is a
threat to international peace and security, if it deems this necessary. These powers are
given to it by the UN Charter, which is considered an international treaty. As such, it
is an instrument of international law, and UN Member States are bound by it. The
UN Charter codifies the major principles of international relations, from sovereign

equality of States to the prohibition of the use of force in international relation

15Jacques FomerandKaren Mingst, Maintenanceof international peace and security,United nation International
organization (oct. 23, 2016, 3:20 PM).https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations.
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