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Abstract 

An attempt has been made to discuss contemporary modern-day crimes against women. The paper's main 

goal is to raise awareness about a trocities against women in India. Women in India are imprisoned in a 

variety of ways. Crimes are not limited to a specific demographic, social class, culture, or nation. Long 

periods are a problem for women in India, not just in the modern era. Even though the government has 

passed many laws and taken other measures, the rate of crime against women has not decreased. 

Women in India are victims of rape, dowry killing, domestic violence, abduction, molestation, torture, and 

sexual harassment. Crimes have a physical and psychological impact on women, making it difficult for them 

to live a normal life. One of the most common reasons of crimes against women is a male-dominated Indian 

culture. Women's crimes damage families and communities for years, and they promote other societal ills. 

 

Introduction 
Women's crime is on the rise all across the world. It can take many different forms depending on one's 

history, culture, background, and experiences, but it always causes immense misery for women, their 

families, and the communities in which they reside. It is manifested in efforts to impose authority and 

control over women's bodies and lives, and it is often ingrained in conceptions of gender and the roles of 

men and women that are regarded the "norm" in a given culture at a given period. One of the most common 

and widespread human rights violations is violence against women. It is anchored in gendered societal 

institutions rather than spontaneous acts; it cuts through age, socio-economic, educational, and geographic 

divides; it impacts all civilizations; and it is a major impediment to resolving worldwide gender inequity and 

discrimination. Crime against women is defined by the United Nations as any act of gender-based violence 

that causes or is likely to cause physical, sexual, or psychological injury or misery to women, as well as 

intimidations of those acts, oppression, or indiscriminate deprivation of freedom, whether in public or 

private life.1 

 

Crime against women from the historic point of view 

Is true that crime is viewed with apprehension by all segments of society, but it is also true that the study and 

research of criminal law has always been one of the most appealing branches of Jurisprudence since the 

dawn of human civilization. In fact, criminal law is as old as civilization itself. Wherever people organized 

themselves into groups or associations, the need for some sort of rules to regulate the behaviour of the 

members of that group inter se was felt, and where there were rules of the society, its infraction was 

unavoidable, and there lies the necessity of devising some ways and means to curb such tendencies in the 

society that lead to rule violation. 

In every systematized society certain acts are banned at the pain of punishment where one party injured 

another individual and the injury could adequately be reimbursed by money, the transgressor was obliged to 

pay costs or compensation to the victim. an individual however, in some cases, in addition to the burden to 

pay compensation, the State levies certain penalties on the wrongdoer with the objective of maintaining 

societal peace and upholding good behavior headed for one another and the community at large. 

 
1 General assembly resolution 48/104 declaration on the elimination of violence against women, 1993 
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However, the question of what acts should be prohibited or chosen for punishment by the society of the State 

arises. In other words, what acts should be classified as crime? Terence Morris defines crime as "what 

society says in violation of the criminal law. There can be no crime if there is no law, though there may be 

moral outrage that leads to the enactment of law.”2 

The definition of crime has always been influenced by public opinion. as we already know, law reflects 

public opinion; therefore, in order to understand the nature and content of the crime, we must first 

understand what law is, because the two questions, crime and law, are so inextricably linked that 

understanding one without understanding the other is extremely difficult. Law is the collection of rules 

established by man as a political sup erior, or sovereign, over men as political subjects. Law is a command 

that enjoins all members of society to follow a specific course of action and is backed up by a sanction. The 

command may be of a sovereign, or it may be the command of a political superior to political inferiors, or it 

may be the command of a legally constituted or the legislation duly enacted by a legally constituted 

legislature and addressed to members of society in general. As a result, the law establishes certain standards 

of behaviour that must be followed by all members of society. These standards have the approval of society 

as a whole. Any deviation from the societally established standards of behaviour is punished. As a result, 

conduct that does not conform to the prescribed standard is referred to as crime. 

That being the definition of law, disobeying the law may be considered as a crime. Crimes, according to the 

common man, are acts that people in society "consider worthy of serious condemnation."3 Crime is defined 

as “an act that is prohibited by law and goes against the moral sentiments of society.”4 Murder, robbery, 

theft, rape, and cheating, among other things, are acts that people in civilized society do not approve of, and 

thus they are classified as crimes. As a result, for an act to be considered as a crime, it must be committed in 

violation of the law while also being contrary to the moral sentiments of society. 

But morals are relative, and morality, as we all know, is a varying concept that changes with the needs of the 

society at the time. Moral values differ from time to time and from place to place within the same country. 

This is demonstrated by the fact that the same act is not classified as a crime in different countries. For 

example, adultery, polygamy, and so on... adultery is a crime in many countries, but other countries do not 

consider it as a crime. The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 prohibits polygamy among Hindus, but no such law 

exists for Christians or Muslims. They are subject to their specific fixed set of instructions. 

As a result of the varying nature of crime's content, all attempts to define crime perfectly have failed. Russel 

correctly observes, "defining crime is a task that no writer has yet satisfactorily accomplished." in reality, 

criminal offences are the result of a criminal policy that is implemented from time to time by those segments 

of the community who are powerful or intelligent enough to protect their own security and comfort by 

causing sovereign power in the State to repress conduct that they believe may jeopardize their position.5 

As a result, it is extremely difficult to develop a definition of crime that is applicable in all countries and at 

all times. Crime is not absolute, like sin, which can be defined and exist beyond the limits of what men can 

say and do. It is fundamentally a changing, relative definition of behaviour.6 

 

Categorization of crime against women in India 
Direct or indirect physical or mental cruelty to women is referred to as crime against women. Eve teasing, 

molestation, bigamy, fraudulent marriage, enticing of married women, abduction and kidnapping, rape, 

harassment of women at work, wife beating, dowry death, female child abuse, and abuse of elderly women 

are only some of the crimes that women face. Almost every woman has grown to accept and experience 

 
2Khare H.J; “Changing Concepts of crime and its treatment” p.17 quoted from S. N. Mishra, IPC XVI  

Edn. 
3 Huda, “The principles of law of crime”, p.19 
4 Stephen General view of criminal law of England. p.3 
5 Russel Crime. Vol I (11thEdn) p. 98   
6 Terence Morries, “The social toleration of crime” included in “changing concept of crime and its treatment”  
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being mistreated, trivialized, excluded, dismissed, ignored, abused, laughed at, or discriminated against 

because of her gender.7 

1. Phases of Women abuse and Present Indian standpoint: 

Women's crime has becoming increasingly widespread over the world. Aside from that, the types of crime 

have been seen to be correlated with the woman's age. The crime of pre-natal sex determination, as well as 

rape and murder, are all examples of atrocities. 

The stages of women's exploitation are as follows: 

Pre-born: 

In many underdeveloped nations and in India also, sex selective abortion has been practiced before to birth, 

and it is still believed that a baby girl would be an intolerable burden on the family in the future. Women are 

consequently exposed to inferior and unequal treatment in many sectors of life, particularly in terms of 

employment, where they are underpaid and thus form an economically disadvantaged section of Indian 

society, despite several laws and public awareness. 

Developmental period/ school going age: 

A woman is treated with ignorance during this period, especially in terms of mental and physiological 

growth, education, health care, and nutrition. Women stay weak and lonely as a result of their early periods 

of development. In rural India, there is a tendency to place an excessive emphasis on infant boys, viewing 

them as an asset and a source of more money. 

Adolescence:  
Women are victimized as a result of frightening activities such as child abuse and trafficking taken up by 

certain distorted societal elements as a lucrative business spread all over the world both for labour and sex to 

fulfill their selfish petty interests during this phase owing to a variety of circumstances, including continual 

ignorance. As a result, because the child labour in India still exists in a large scale, the child labour Act of 

1986 cannot be said to have had a significant positive influence. 

Teenage period: 

Disgraceful forms of abuse or exploitation against women are conducted during adolescence in the form of 

prostitution, trafficking, early marriage, criminality against women, and so on. This is the stage at which 

they have matured and are able to comprehend the social and economic bonds that bind them, and upon 

realizing this tyranny, they are either forced into prostitution or accidentally mistreated for sex. Pedophilia is 

the term used to describe such activities. Furthermore, because they are regarded as a burden, they are 

sometimes evicted from their homes by their families, who force them to marry young. This can sometimes 

lead to psychological problems among them. 

Marriage/ reproductive period: 

Women of reproductive age are susceptible to non-consented abortions, coerced pregnancy, delayed 

abortion, and domestic abuse if they refuse. Furthermore, they are being sexually, psychologically, and 

physically tortured by their intimate partner or non-partner at this time. As a result of her failure to remedy 

her wrongdoings, she resorts to suicide. She gets powerless as she grows older due to a lack of workability 

and sexual attractiveness because they do not have financial security and vulnerable to exploitation of all 

kind at the same time. They are once again overlooked and exploited. As a result, the history of women's 

lives is a tangle of stigma and sorrow. Unfortunately, it is a commonly known reality that no stage in which 

a woman receives the respect she deserves for playing several parts; on the contrary, they are let down by 

their oppressed traditional existence, which is devoid of protest. 

Participants of racial, indigenous, and sexual interest group; HIV-positive females; immigrants and 

undocumented labor force; women with infirmities; women in confinement; and women affected by armed 

struggle or in emergency situations are more open to violence and know-how several forms of violence as a 

result of compounded forms of discrimination and socio-economic shortcoming. 

 
7 Rebecca Walker, “Becoming the Third Wave”, from Ms. Magazine, in Leslie L. Heywood (ed.), The Women’s Movement 

Today- An Encyclopedia of Third- Wave Feminism 6 (Greenwood Press, U.S.A., 2006) 



VOLUME 2 ISSUE 32 2021 2582-5534 

Page | 344                                                             burnishedlawjournal.in 
             

Women's crime is increasing at an alarming rate over the world. Even while reports of such occurrences 

have increased, the legal remedies available have failed to reduce high levels of sexual and other violence 

against women and girls. The police are exceedingly slow and inept when it comes to enforcing legislation. 

Every day, the rate of crime against women increases in the modern world, where we talk about a civilized 

society, women's liberty, and empowerment. 

 

Legislative And Judicial Approach Before And After Criminal Law ACT, 2013 

In Bantu v. State of Uttar Pradesh,8 the Supreme Court stated that the law governs social interests and 

arbitrates conflicting claims and demands. The state's primary responsibility is to protect people's lives and 

property. It could be accomplished through the use of criminal law as a tool. Without a doubt, there is a 

cross-cultural clash in which living law must respond to new difficulties and courts must adapt the 

sentencing system to meet those issues. The spread of lawlessness would destabilize societal order and leave 

it in shambles. The goal of law must be to protect society and to eliminate criminal inclination, which can 

only be accomplished by imposing suitable sentences. As a result, law, as a cornerstone of the “order” 

architecture, must meet the difficulties that society faces. 

The Supreme Court of India has devised several methods to bring justice to every doorstep, including 

epistolary jurisdiction, easing the locus standi principle, and enabling Public Interest Litigation (PIL). In the 

case of the Mahesh v. State of M.P.9 which was decided by the Supreme Court, held that when confronted 

with such proof and such brutal conduct, it will be a mockery of justice to allow the guilty to escape the 

harshest penalty under the law. Giving the accused a less severe punishment would make the country's legal 

system suspicious. The average person will lose faith in the legal system. He (such average person) 

understands and appreciates the language  of deterrence more than the reformative expression in these 

situations. 

In the case of The Chairman Railway Board &Ors v. Mrs. Chandrima Das &Ors,10 the Supreme Court 

stated that it is not merely an issue of a person's ordinary right being violated, but rather a breach of 

fundamental rights. Hanuffa Khatoon was a rape victim.  

The Supreme Court in Pawan Kumar v. State of Haryana11 clarified that cruelty or harassment does not have 

to be physical; it can also be mental. The highest court noted that the prosecution witnesses, the deceased's 

sister and brother-in-law, testified that the deceased informed them that her husband was beating her because 

of a dowry demand, and that her husband was pestering her because he wasn't pleased. When her husband 

arrived to fetch her back the day before the event, she was hesitant, but her sister sent her with her husband. 

She accompanied her husband, but with the final bitter words that seeing her face in the future would be 

tough. To be fair, the alleged altercation occurred only a day before her death. There is direct proof that the 

deceased and her spouse had a fight at her sister's house on the previous day. Thus, both physical and mental 

abuse and harassment are adequate grounds for using I.P.C. Section 498-A. 

The Calcutta High Court held in Samir Samanta and others v. State12 that in order to trigger the presumption 

of abetment of suicide under Section 113-A, the facts and circumstances must be such that a reasonable 

presumption of a nexus of cause and effect between the alleged cruelty and suicide can be made. It will be 

dangerous and therefore unfair to continue to establish a presumption of guilt against the accused under the 

abovementioned provision if the possibility of the presence of such connection suffers a setback due to 

pronounced disappearance of the contributing symptom. There is no simple formula for determining where 

the presumption under Section 113-A of the Evidence Act should or should not be drawn, and it all relies on 

the facts and circumstances of each case. 

 

Conclusion 

 
8 (2008) 11 SCC 113 
9 (1987) 2 SCR 710 
10(2000) 2 SCC 465 
11 AIR 1998 SC 95 
12 1993 Cr.L.J. 134 
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In modern India, women have been subjected to violence in the home, at work, and in society at large. 

However, in terms of land law, women have granted equal rights to males, but the government's 

implementation of these laws is insufficient. Due to patriarchal attitude, government organs such as the 

legislative, executive, and judiciary have failed to suppress violence against women in the past. Because the 

people who make or administer these laws originate from the same culture that has treated women as 

second-class citizens, women are now gaining recognition in society as a result of increased awareness of 

their rights and their lengthy fight for equal status. 

Due to patriarchal mentality, men take pride in punishing women for their mistakes, and they have seen their 

elders do it in the house. It is the primary basis for the disparity in perceptions of crime against women 

between men and women. The main reason why perpetrators of violence against women are free is because 

of women's silence and failure to report the crime to the authorities. But the government, as well as society, 

are to blame since we have failed to provide adequate protection or instil confidence in them; they fear being 

abused if they report the crime, which is why they have chosen to remain silent. 

My concluding section concludes with a pledge made by Pandit Nehru, our first Prime Minister. 

Responsibility comes with freedom and power. This Assembly, as a sovereign assembly representing India's 

sovereign people, bears duty. We have undergone all the pains of labour prior to the birth of freedom, and  

 

 

 

 

our hearts are heavy with the recollection of this suffering. Some of those aches and pains are still present 

today. Nonetheless, the past is no longer relevant, and we must now focus on the future. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


