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                                                            ABSTRACT 

 

If we will take a glance at a daily newspaper then we will come to know that the crime rate 

is increasing day by day at an unmatchable speed and now it has become one of the most 

important problems of society which needs to be solved. And in this developing crime rate, 

the most dangerous threat to humanity is also growing rapidly which can lead humanity 

towards its extinction if it will not be controlled and that threat is nothing but juvenile 

delinquency because by this the future generations are being affected but it is a sad reality 

that we cannot do much for this In our country to deal with this we adopt reformative 

method by rehabilitation and by this it is tried to prevent the child from committing crime 

in future so studies related to juvenile delinquency has its place in criminality research. A 

number of studies had been done in different places not only in India but throughout the 

world and though they all are different but somewhere they all have some points of issues 

common in between them the problem of juvenile delinquency is very much different from 

crimes which are committed by adult criminals because in these type of crimes it is very 

much difficult to understand the actual cause of crime and the reason due to which it 

happened. So in the present scenario, it is very much important to do a proper research in 

this field because this is a area which need immediate attention so that it can be understood 

and solved because when were and how it will take place and an innocent child will become 

an juvenile in conflict with law no one can assume. 

So it is important to take an account that why a person who is below the age of 18 years 

who is legally and socially a child acts in such a way in which he must not act behaves in 

such a way in which he is not supposed to does such acts which make him a juvenile 

delinquent from a child why this is happening why these things are taking place what are 

the causes of these how this can be handled how one can prevent a child from becoming 

an delinquent all these questions needs to be answered to understand this trend of crime 
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which we now call as juvenile delinquency or we can also say as juvenile in conflict with 

law because it may be possible that there might be more offender then we know because 

there are possibilities that many cases are not registered so it is very much important to 

properly understand that why all these things are happening and how we can control this. 

As we know that juvenile delinquency is measured as per the standard of behavior which 

is set by the society in which we live because violation of those behavior standards are 

considered as deviant behavior so there are possibilities that in villages children might 

involve in those activities which are considered as crime in the eye of law but as per the 

standards of the villages those acts are common so there may be more juvenile offenders 

then we know because rest were not presented in court room so we don’t know. 

In India the laws related to juveniles keep changing like earlier the boy below 16 years 

were considered as juvenile and girls below 18 years were considered juvenile but after the 

juvenile justice care and protection of children act 2015 the minimum age limit changed to 

18 years for both boys and girls if any person who is below eighteen years commits any 

crime then that person will be considered as juvenile and not only this after this act the 

term juvenile delinquency was also removed by a term juvenile in conflict with the law but 

in last few years it has been found that the number of cases related to juvenile delinquency 

are decreasing. 

 Offences are being committed by juveniles and also being committed against juveniles 

every day. There  are some enactments to protect the juveniles from offences but at the 

same time if any offence is committed by juvenile he cannot be held guilty as per the 

severity of offence due to lack of law, and requires special handling considering nature of 

adolescence. Based on detailed analysis of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act of 2015, this study brings out the adequacy and relevance of it in the current 

scenario, and the possible reforms needed in future to effectively target it towards child 

development and empowerment. 

Meaning of juvenile: 

https://burnishedlawjournal.in/


Volume 2 Issue 3                                              2021                                                       2582-5534 

 

739                                                            burnishedlawjournal.in 
 
 

The term juvenile delinquency is used for those children those who commit such act which 

is not according to the law and for those behaviors which is not considered for the children 

which is not according to law. We can also say that when any child breaks the law which 

is codified by the state then in that condition that child is considered as a juvenile 

delinquent. Because when any child violates the law and involves in those act which are 

considered as a criminal act then the term juvenile delinquent applies on that child 

i. According to the United Nations the minimum age for any person to be 

considered as juvenile is too low it considered according to the mental 

emotional maturity of a person. 

ii. According to the united convention of the child rights any person who is below 

the age of eighteen years will be considered as a child. 

iii. Juvenile justice care and protection of children act 1986 says that if a boy who 

has not attain the age of 16 years then will be considered as a child and  in case 

of girls the minimum age limit will be 18 years 

iv. Juvenile justice care and protection of the children act 2000 says that any person 

who has not attained the age of eighteen years will be considered as a child. 

v. Juvenile justice care and protection of children act defines the term child as an 

person who has not completed the age of eighteen years. 

We can say that the person who has not attained the age of majority according the laws 

of the nation is considered as the juvenile. Or we can also say that when any person is 

in such age that he cannot be considered as an adult than the person will be considered 

as child which in legal term is known as juvenile. The term juvenile was used for those 

criminals who are not adults and who cannot be treated same as like the adult offender 

since they are in such age that they cannot understand the seriousness of their offence 

and because of this they are known as juvenile. It can also be said that the term juvenile 

is coined to denote the young offenders. But the definition of juvenile varies from state 

to state and nation to nation because in different nation the age of majority might differ 

and as per the situation it may possible that in one state the person is considered as a 

juvenile but in other state he may not be counted in the juvenile. 
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Many nations have different laws for their states to decide that whether the person is 

juvenile or not like in U.S.A there is no such law which governs the whole nation equally 

because there states have their own laws to decide the age of majority because there all 

states have their own rules for majority and they make their own laws for deciding that 

who will be considered as minor and who will be considered as major. 

In India until proper act for the children was passed. There was no uniformity in the age 

limitations for the juvenile delinquents and when the children act 1960 was passed then in 

that act each and every thing was mentioned the proper definition of child and the proper 

age of the person to be considered as the child. But in India there are some states which 

considers sixteen years for being child the states like U.P., MAHARASTRA, PUNJAB, 

says that the person who is below the age of sixteen years will be considered as a child but 

at the same time the state like ANDHRA PRADESH says that person who is of fourteen 

years will be considered as the child so it is very much true that the definition of the child 

varies from state to state in India also like U.S.A. and there are states like Haryana also 

where child is divided into two group one is for girl in which below 18 years is child and 

for boys 16 years is the limit. So in order to eliminate these differences in the age limit 

decided by the state governments the juvenile justice act was passed which made 

mandatory for all the states to fix 18 years as the age for juvenile whether the offender is 

male or female the fix age will be same for the both of them. 

According to the provision of juvenile justice act it was considered that the boy who has 

not attained age of 16 years and the girl who has not attained the age of 18 years will be 

considered as juvenile but when the new act was passed by the name of juvenile justice 

(care and protection) act, 2000 some changes were made and earlier confusions were 

removed and for the first time this act talked about the juvenile in conflict in this act instead 

of juvenile delinquent it was denoted as juvenile in conflict with law and the term juvenile 

delinquent was replaced. 

It was this act “juvenile justice (care and protection of children) 2015 which made other 

things more clear like according to this act the proper definition of child was given like any 

person who is below the age of 18 years is known as child and juvenile in conflict with law 
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means that the child who has committed any offence which is considered as crime under 

I.P.C. and the name care and protection says that the child needs proper care and protection. 

And it was also mentioned in this act who is the one who is in need of care and protection 

like it was mentioned that. 

Definition and nature of delinquency 

Any behavior which is not according to the norms of the society is considered as a 

delinquency. When any child act in such a way in which he must not act and which acts 

are considered to be done by adults and which a society does not think that a child should 

act in that way then that particular behavior is considered as an delinquent behavior of the 

child. We can also say that when a child involves in the criminal activity then it is known 

as delinquency. There can be number of Definition of delinquency but in all those 

definitions one thing is common and that whenever any wrongful act is committed by a 

child which he must not do then it is considered as a delinquency. The definition of 

delinquency changes from place to place people to people and society to society because 

the norms violation of which is decide delinquency depends as the situation and place 

varies. 

 Delinquency is the wrong which is committed by the child which is not according to the 

norms of the society. Or we can also say that there is certain criterion according to which 

the child must behave and act and if any act is committed by the child who is beyond those 

criteria then that act is considered as an illegal act and then in legal term it is known as 

delinquency. 

 

 So we can say that when any child does any act which is illegal then that act is known as 

delinquency so we can also say that when any child breaks the laws of the society and act 

in such a way in which he must not behave then he commits an offence and that offence 

which is committed by the child is known as delinquency. So in order to make it simpler 

we can say that the wrongful act committed by the child is known as the delinquency. 
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 A delinquent child is person who has not attained the age of majority like in case of girls 

the minimum age limit is 18 years and in case of boy the age must not be more then 18 

years and if such type of above mentioned person violates any law then it is called as 

delinquency and it can happen due to many situations like if the child lives in idleness, 

going such places which is of ill reputation, or the parents of the child does not take proper 

care of the child or the guardians of the child mostly leaves the child alone there can be 

enormous amount of reasons due to which a child can turn into delinquent. 

 

It is said by some scholars that juvenile delinquency is the act of a child who wants to fulfill 

his desires but not knowing the difference between right and wrong and this occurs due to 

the various circumstances which arose around that child during his life but the act done by 

the delinquent seems normal to him as he use to do it. So we can say that delinquency is 

an act of a child which is not according to the society that’s why it is considered as unlawful 

and termed as delinquency. 

 

The cause of delinquency may vary and the concept of delinquency also may vary 

according to the place. Because the criteria of delinquency changes state to state because 

individual has its own law for considering an offender as a juvenile and whether the act is 

a delinquent act or not can be only be understood by that person who has been challenged 

by that act. Delinquency is nothing but a behavior which is not normal or we can say that 

delinquency is the behavior which is deviant behavior of a child. Each and every person 

may have his own definition for delinquency for some it may appear as a behavior which 

is deviant and for other it may be different. 

 

Causes of juvenile delinquency 

There can be number of cause which can make a child a delinquent child but all those 

causes are very common cause which lies in the environment surrounding the child some 

of them are mentioned below.  

1. Family 
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2. Broken relations 

3. Economic 

4. Criminal role model 

5. Failure in career 

6. Drugs and alcohol 

7. Friend circle 

 

1. Family 

The child liven in a family and the environment of any family is very important which 

affects a child overall personality if any child belongs from such type of family in which 

the family is of criminal background then child will also develop that behavior in his 

personality. 

Family this is not just a word but it’s the most important part of a life of any person and it 

is the first school of a child where a child gets its basic elementary education. Family plays 

a crucial role in developing a overall personality of a child and due to this we say that a 

child reflects his family by his actions and behavior not only this but family is  place where 

child is being shaped and taught that how he must live his life. It has been proven that most 

act of a child which is committed by a child is done in order to replicate the actions of 

members of family. Weather we notice or not but a child observes his family behavior and 

adopt all those behavior in his personality and act accordingly. It will not be wrong saying 

that the unfavorable family environment is the primary cause of juvenile delinquency. 

A child starts developing deviant behavior in his personality when family is broken and 

it is most common in case of nuclear family where only two generations lives together 

like mother father and child in this type of family child lacks basic meaning of family 

and also relations since there are very few members in the family due to this child is 

not taken proper care and morale of child also in most of the cases does not improves 

child remains unaware of the customs and traditions of family and he does not know 

that what he is doing is wrong is such kind of act which can lead him towards a path 

which will end making him an delinquent juvenile. Since we know how important 
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family is in making a child as a responsible citizen so we must also understand that 

family is also the elementary school which can educate a delinquent juvenile. In our 

country India there are various types of cultures languages traditions which are 

followed by different families but in all those families one thing is very much common 

that somehow their younger generation involves in certain activities which makes them 

offender when there is any type of problem in family when the members of the family 

does not have proper communication then it can give birth to a delinquent child. In 

most of the cases it has been observed that father and son relation is also the cause of 

delinquency because in our country mostly father and son relation is not a type of 

friendly relation due to which at the end child is forced to commit such act which is not 

legal so there are numbers of problems which can exist in a family but the end result of 

all those problems are that it creates an impact on child and it leaves its marks due to 

which a juvenile delinquent is born. 

 

2. Alcohol And Drugs 

                 Whenever any crime is committed one question always arises that what is the 

motive behind crime and modus operandi is always checked and when crime is committed 

by any young offender a juvenile delinquent a person who is below the age of eighteen 

years then also many question arises. But one fact is true that all the crime are not 

committed for any gain or with intention but some are committed by an accident which 

makes a juvenile as an delinquent and all those accidental crime takes place when the 

person is not in his senses like in teens accidental crimes are committed when the child is 

not in his sense due to use of any drug or consumption of  alcohol so that is why it Is 

considered that alcohol and drugs are also the cause which increase the number of juvenile 

offenders. 

 

  

3. Broken relation 
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If child belongs from such type of family in which relations are not very good between 

the family Members then also it can affect the child personality in a negative way and 

there are chances that a child can become an delinquent. 

When a child is in a situation where he does not have any such person with whom he 

can share his feeling or when a child is in such situation that his relation with his family 

is not good then there are chances that the child can become a juvenile offenders this 

happens due to lack of proper communication between the child and the parent or this 

can also happen in a situation when the relations of mother and father are not good and 

due to which child is also affected so in this situation sometimes child use to leave his 

house or due to broken marriage of his family child becomes depressed and at some 

stage he indulge himself in criminal activities because he thinks that by doing this he 

can run away from the reality and in order to do this the child becomes an offender so 

broken relations of the family is also the cause of juvenile delinquency which must be 

taken care of to overcome this problem. 

 

4. Criminal role model 

In small age children attracts towards different people and if somehow a child is 

attracted towards any person who is of criminal nature and if the child makes that 

person his idol then in order to become like that person child involves in criminal 

activities and becomes an delinquent. 

                  When term child is used to denote any person then it means that person is very 

delicate and vulnerable he is in such state that he cannot find the difference between what 

is right and what is wrong and he can adopt anything in his behavior and it is seen that 

youth are always attracted towards power and all those people who are powerful and they 

sometimes try to become like their role model and commonly some criminal becomes the 

role model of a youth and in order to become like his role model a child commits crime so 

it is very much important to take care of children so that they cannot be attracted towards 
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those who are of criminal nature because if this will happen then the child can become a 

juvenile offender. 

5. Friend circle 

This is one of the most underrated causes of juvenile delinquency because a person 

adopts the behavior of company in which he resides. In all those cases in which 

offence is committed in a group it has been observed that some group members 

become the part of that because of their group. When children play in groups then 

usually they does certain acts in influence of group which they should not meant 

for and slowly they develops the habit of committing that offence and they becomes 

the habitual offenders and when they are caught they are termed as juvenile 

offenders. Friend circle plays very crucial role in developing the child overall 

personality so it is very important to take care while choosing the friend circle 

because in a group there are different type of children who comes from different 

backgrounds and their family background somewhere reflects in their behavior and 

due to which if any child is of deviant behavior joins the group of other less 

notorious children then there are chances that they can also show the deviant 

behavior and can become juvenile delinquent. And it has also been found that when 

any child is being bullied in his friend circle then in order to prove himself that 

child commits offence which he must not do. 

 And also when any child is being bullied by his friends then that behavior of his 

friends towards him creates such impact on his mind that the child adopts the 

deviant behavior and becomes juvenile offenders and all these happens because that 

child was unable to find an appropriate friend circle for him where he can feel 

better. So it will be not wrong saying that if someone chooses wrong company then 

there will be chances that the child can become juvenile offender in near future. 

 

 

 

 

6. Urbanization  
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Today this world is changing rapidly with an unmatchable speed which makes life of 

certain class of people very difficult because it doesn’t matter if the country or city is 

developed or developing there are few class of people which cannot develop themselves at 

same level at which others do and because of this the gap is increasing between the different 

classes of the society which is responsible for the birth of juvenile delinquency because 

whenever the difference increases between two people then in order to gain equality some 

people chooses their own path which leads towards the crime and when this happens then 

the child is the one who is affected mostly so urbanization is also one factor which gives 

birth to juvenile delinquency because it creates an impact of inferiority in the mind of lower 

class or labour class of people which provokes them to involve themselves in criminal 

activity. 

 

7.  Labeling 

 

The society always do labeling of people like if anyone one commits any unlawful act 

either by mistake then the society use to name that person as an deviant person because of 

which that person feels detached from the society and feels like he is not a part of the 

society which creates a negative impact on brain of that person and this develops the feeling 

of revenge in that person and in order to take revenge that person commits criminal acts 

and this same applies in case of child as we know that childhood is the age of doing things 

which does not involves any motive and when any child use to do any act which is not as 

per the norms of the society then in that case the society use to name that child as a deviant 

child which puts negative impact on the mind of that child and that child develops criminal 

behavior in his personality and it becomes a juvenile delinquent. 

 

8. Lack Of Education 

In our country where literacy rate is very less people are unaware of the fact that some 

acts which are committed by them thinking it is common because they are not knowing 

the law of the land is also the root cause of juvenile delinquency. There are many 
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villages and towns where people follow such traditions which are illegal like in some 

parts of Rajasthan and Haryana it is very common to kidnap a girl from neighbor states 

and marry them and when that girl is married to any of the family members then she is 

being raped by other members also even by a minor so in this way that minor becomes 

juvenile delinquent because he and his family does not know that the act which he is 

committing is unlawful and child mentality changes towards women so when these 

type of children goes to other state they commits some serious crime like rape in those 

states. Not only this there had been some other incidences also like there are some 

villages in Bihar, Jharkhand, Rajasthan where bank frauds and other theft activities are 

done by the minors and they think that it is normal because they are unaware of the fact 

that it is illegal so it is very much important to educate the child from very early age 

about what is right and what is wrong then only the possibility of becoming delinquent 

can be reduced because education is very much important for any state and for its future 

generation because in the absence of education even the most powerful empire can 

come to its extinction so in order to reduce the cases of juvenile delinquency it is 

important for state to provide proper education to minors then only the juvenile 

delinquency can be reduced and more thing which is important is that in the absence of 

education and knowledge a child turns into a juvenile because in the age of going school 

when any child involves in other activities other then studies then there is a chance that 

child can unknowingly indulge himself in illegal activities so it is very much important 

that a child must not be deprived of education then only the number of young offenders 

can be reduced. Education is one of the most important part of life and is also the basic 

right of a child which is provided by the constitution of our country it cannot be taken 

away by any child because without education it will be very difficult for the child to 

survive and if instead of education child will be forced to work and earn money then 

he might become an addict from very early age which can again lead him towards the 

criminal activities so in order to protect the child from becoming an juvenile delinquent 

it is very much important to provide him with proper facilities of education so that he 

live his life properly according to the norms of the society and when he is grown up he 

can earn for his livelihood instead of thinking that crime is only a path for him for 

https://burnishedlawjournal.in/


Volume 2 Issue 3                                              2021                                                       2582-5534 

 

749                                                            burnishedlawjournal.in 
 
 

earning so to reduce the violation of law it is important to educate the people about the 

law. 

9. Poverty  

Poverty it is not just a term which indicates the financial condition of a person but it is 

a term which is used to denote the group of population in our country. we simply use 

this term in our day to day life and think that it’s not more than that we think that if any 

persons financial condition is not good then he is living in poverty. If any person is not 

able to fulfill his daily needs he is in poverty etc. we only think that poverty is only a 

financial issue but we are wrong because it is not just a financial issue but also a social 

issue because when any family lives in poverty then the members of that family faces 

many difficulties and most affected part of that family is the youth of that family or a 

child because in this type of family the needs are not fulfilled and a child who is in such 

a rage that he does not even understand that what is financial condition what is poverty 

he only thinks that he is not getting all those things which others have and in the process 

of fulfilling his desires a child somehow involves in criminal activities and becomes an 

juvenile delinquent. 

Because in very small age the importance of money is being understood by the child and 

as a result of this child starts doing illegal act so that he can earn money and fulfill his 

requirements so it is easily understood that poverty is also a cause of juvenile delinquency 

because to overcome the financial problems in very short time or in very small age mostly 

people involves in criminal activities. And in some of the cases it has been found that due 

to financial issues some families use to sell their girl child for money and later that girl 

child is forced to do prostitution or if this is not the case then the girl child by her own will 

starts doing prostitution so that they can earn money. 

  

10.  Impulsiveness 

During the childhood age the child does not know how to control on his anger and impulse 

and the child does not know that how he must behave in matters which are not serious and 

he commits unlawful act in impulse which makes him habitual of doing such acts and due 
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to this the child becomes habitual juvenile offenders since from very early age he was not 

taught that how he must control his anger and as a result of which he develops a feeling 

that he can do anything what he want and because of this that child becomes an habitual 

offender. 

   

CONCLUSION 

 

               "There can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than 

                                 the way in which it treats its children." 

                                                                                                 - Nelson Mandela 

 

At the end I will only say that if we want our society to grow in an positive way and if we 

want a joyful future then it is very much important for us to prevent our younger generation 

from any harm which can lead them towards anti-social behavior. Because there can not 

be any future without a child. In this article it has been discussed that what is a child and 

what are the circumstances which lead a child towards delinquency. And after 

understanding all the causes I can only say that if we want to protect our child then we 

must take care of it. Because it is a collective responsibility of the altogether to take care 

of a child and to provide an healthy environment for a child to grow and in this process 

parents must act in much more serious way then only this can happen.  

In this article it has been discussed about what is delinquency which has been considered 

as all deviant behavior of a child which are not as per the norms of the society. 

The definition for juvenile is also provided which says that any person who is below the 

age of 18 years will be considered as an juvenile. 

Some causes of juvenile delinquency is also mentioned which clearly indicates that all 

those problems which we considers as normal are the root cause of juvenile delinquency.  

As Abraham Lincoln said a child is a person who is going to carry on what you have started. 

He is going to sit where you are sitting and when you are gone attend to those things you 

think are important. 
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